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Press Release

ReSPA part of the Celebrations in Montenegro for the United Nations
Public Service Day

23 June is the UN Public Service Day. It was designated by the United Nations General Assembly. In this
day the value and virtue of service to the community at the local, national and global levels are
celebrated, and prizes are awarded to public sector organizations for contributions made to the cause of
enhancing the role, prestige and visibility of public service. In this day the United Nations organizes the
UN Public Service Day and Awards Ceremony - a global event where innovators from the entire world
meet to present and discuss their awarded initiatives to improve citizens’ quality of life. The United
Nations Public Service Awards Programme (UNPSA) is the most prestigious international recognition of
excellence in public service and is held annually. Since its inception in 2003, the UNPSA has been a
valuable vehicle for facilitating the collection and adaptation of innovative practices in public governance.

The United Nations Public Service Day and Awards Ceremony, which was traditionally held at United
Nations Headquarters in New York is now held every year in a different region of the world to provide a
unique opportunity to countries and regions to bring together their best initiatives and share their
knowledge with the world at large.

This year the UN Public Service Day and Awards will be held in Seoul, Republic of Korea at the Korea
International Exhibition Centre (KINTEX) from 23 to 26 June 2014, making this the first time that Asia will
be host to this prestigious event. Consequently, the theme of the 2014 United Nations Public Service
Forum is on the theme “Innovating Governance for Sustainable Development and Peoples’ Happiness”.
This year the forum will be organized by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(UNDESA), Division for Public Administration and Development Management (DPADM), in partnership
with the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) in
collaboration with the hosting Government of the Republic of Korea.

This year the UN Public Service Day in Montenegro is celebrated in all the levels of public governance.
The event is jointly organized by the Ministry of Interior of Montenegro, Regional School of Public
Administration (ReSPA), The Human Resources Authority of Montenegro (HRMA), the National
Association of Municipalities of Montenegro in collaboration with Institute Alternativa from the civil society.

ReSPA is contributing to the UN Public Service Day by conducting three large activities. The planned
activities include networking events on Legal and Administrative Procedures (GAPA network), the
networking event on Public Private Partnership (PPP) as well as an accredited training seminar on
Leadership training on anticorruption institutions. Guest speakers at the opening session are the Minister
of Interior of Montenegro Mr. Konjevic, The Head of the EU Delegation in Montenegro Mr. Mitja Drobnic,
the Director of ReSPA Mr. Suad Music and the representative from UN office in Montenegro and the
representative from the local government (Union of Municipalities of Montenegro). A press conference is
also planned to take place after the opening session. The participants are ReSPA members of GAPA and



PPP networks, public officials from the central and local government institutions of Montenegro, civil
society, UNDP, OSCE, etc.

During the day, the Ministry of Interior and the HRMA, both governmental institutions of Montenegro will
organize open day for the public to visit their premises, to learn more about the challenges and
achievements towards a more professional and citizen oriented public service.

About ReSPA - ReSPA is the international organization established as a joint initiative of the European Union and
the Western Balkans Countries. ReSPA has been entrusted with the mission of boosting regional cooperation in the
field of public administration in the Western Balkans and has designed its mainstream activities in domain of the most
challenging thematic areas of EU Integration and Public Administration Reform aspects aiming to support the region
in the latter mentioned processes through diverse types of activities such as: networks, seminars, trainings,
conferences, regional analysis, and many others. We work with central governmental institutions as our main clients
and introducing both international and regional expertise. ReSPA is located in the municipality of Danilovgrad, only 25
km away from Podgorica, the capital City of Montenegro. ReSPA is funded by the European Union and co- funded by
the Member States. The Member states of ReSPA are: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia,
Montenegro and Serbia. Beneficiaries are public administration employees and civil servants of the Member States
as well as Kosovo *™

M This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSC 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on
the Kosovo Declaration of Independence.

For more info please contact Eris Kasmi- ReSPA PR and Documentation Officer at:
e.kasmi@respaweb.eu, tel: +382(0)20817200
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